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Nature@ Beloved Son
Rediscovering John Muir@ Botanica Legacy

Nature’s Beloved Son

Bonnie J Gisel with images by Sephen J bseph
Foreword by David Rains Wallace

From the Foreword:

QWhat is more basic to the living world than plants?When |
first read Muir over three decadesago, it was his evocations
of treesand wildflowersthat most excited meE . T his book
e brings the excitement back.O B
i N David Rains Wallace, author of Neptune@ Ark:

BOTANICAL LEGACY Fram |dhthyosaursto Orcas

John Muir@Qnordinate fondnesOfor plants

Asayoung boy growing up in Wisconsin, John Muir faithfully recorded in hisjourna that the pasque-
flower was a opeful multitude of large, hairy, slky budsabout asthick asoneOshumbQand that the
ladyOdlipper orchidsin nearby meadows had once Qaught the eye of al the European settlersand made
them gaze and wonder like children.O

Muir was blessed early on with alove and aptitude for botany, afield of study that helped him become
one of the modt influential environmentalistsin the world. Onerealizes, in reading Naturel Bdoved Son,
how much MuirOsuccesses as an adventurer, writer, and environmental advocate were driven by his
deep love for and kinship with plants.

Environmental historian Bonnie J GiselOslegant text exploresthis new perspective, touching on MuirOs
childhood in Scotland and Wisconsin, his sojourn in Canada, his thousand-mile walk from Louisville,
Kentucky, to the Gulf of Mexico, his ecstatic travels in CaliforniaOSlerraNevada, and histhrilling
exploration of Alaska. Photographer Sephen J JosephOsreathtaking prints of MuirOgotanical
specimens and related correspondence are artfully presented in this book and illustrate this unexplored
areaof MuirOftfe.

With the help of mgor foundationsand generousindividuas, Heyday has produced a book of

superlative beauty with the highest of printing and design standards, a book worthy of MuirOsreat
soirit and the ineffable beauty of the plant world.
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