
 

(over) 

 
! " # $%%&' $( )& #&*&( +& 

 
 

NatureÕs Beloved Son 
Rediscovering John MuirÕs Botanical Legacy 
 
Bonnie J. Gisel with images by Stephen J. Joseph 
Foreword by David Rains Wallace 

 

 

From the Foreword: 

ÒWhat is more basic to the living world than plants? When I 
first read Muir over three decades ago, it was his evocations 
of trees and wildflowers that most excited meÉ . This book 
brings the excitement back.Ó 

Ñ David Rains Wallace, author of NeptuneÕs Ark:  
From Ichthyosaurs to Orcas 

 
 

 
John MuirÕs Òinordinate fondnessÓ for plants 

         
As a young boy growing up in Wisconsin, John Muir faithfully recorded in his journal that the pasque-
flower was a Òhopeful multitude of large, hairy, silky buds about as thick as oneÕs thumbÓ and that the 
ladyÕs slipper orchids in nearby meadows had once Òcaught the eye of all the European settlers and made 
them gaze and wonder like children.Ó  
 
Muir was blessed early on with a love and aptitude for botany, a field of study that helped him become 
one of the most influential environmentalists in the world. One realizes, in reading NatureÕs Beloved Son, 
how much MuirÕs successes as an adventurer, writer, and environmental advocate were driven by his 
deep love for and kinship with plants. 
 
Environmental historian Bonnie J. GiselÕs elegant text explores this new perspective, touching on MuirÕs 
childhood in Scotland and Wisconsin, his sojourn in Canada, his thousand-mile walk from Louisville, 
Kentucky, to the Gulf of Mexico, his ecstatic travels in CaliforniaÕs Sierra Nevada, and his thrilling 
exploration of Alaska. Photographer Stephen J. JosephÕs breathtaking prints of MuirÕs botanical 
specimens and related correspondence are artfully presented in this book and illustrate this unexplored 
area of MuirÕs life. 
 
With the help of major foundations and generous individuals, Heyday has produced a book of 
superlative beauty with the highest of printing and design standards, a book worthy of MuirÕs great 
spirit and the ineffable beauty of the plant world. 
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Order information 
NatureÕs Beloved Son is available through bookstores, major book distributors including Ingram, Baker and 
Taylor, and other distribution centers, or by contacting Heyday Books directly at (510) 549-3564, ext. 304, 
via fax at (510) 549-1889, by email at orders@heydaybooks.com, or by visiting our website at 
www.heydaybooks.com. 
 
For interviews and review copy requests 
Please email your request with detailed information about your publication or organization to 
wendy@heydaybooks.com, or call (510) 549-3564, ext. 309. 
 
To sponsor a reading or event with Bonnie J. Gisel and Stephen J. Joseph 
Please email your request with detailed information about your publication or organization to 
events@heydaybooks.com, or call (510) 549-3564, ext. 316. 
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Founded in 1974 by Malcolm Margolin, Heyday is dedicated to producing high-quality, accessible books about 
California. Its highly respected list of titles covers history and culture, natural history, literature, poetry, art, 
photography, and California Indian life. In 2004, Heyday Books became Heyday Institute, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. For new title information, author events, and more, visit Heyday on the web at 
www.heydaybooks.com. 
 

 


